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THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE TREATMENT OF ITS KIND, this new Work 

explores the role of the process of typification in social theory and 
research. The construction of types and typologies is intensively 
examined to determine their structure and function in social in¬ 
quiry and to explicate a procedure for their formulation. 

Constructive typology is viewed as an aspect of scientific 
methodology generally, but is seen as having its own logic and 
normative rules of procedure. Within this frame of reference the 
constructed type is defined as a purposive, planned selection, an 
abstraction combination and, sometimes, an accentuation of a set 
of criteria with empirical referents that serves as a basis for 
comparison of empirical cases. 

The book, designed primarily for graduate students and the 
professional in sociology, provides a valuable source of informa¬ 
tion in an area in which the literature, while extensive, is highly 
fragmentary and scattered. 
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